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INSTRUCTIONS FOR TRAINING ON THE FINAL HACCP SYSTEMS VALIDATION GUIDELINES  

 
 
I.  PURPOSE 
 
This notice informs inspection program personnel (IPP) (Consumer Safety Inspectors [CSIs] and Public 
Health Veterinarians [PHVs]) that they are to attend training on HACCP systems validation by December 
18, 2015. This notice also informs supervisory personnel (Supervisory Public Health Veterinarians [SPHV], 
Supervisory Consumer Safety Inspectors [SCSI], the Inspector-in-Charge [IIC], Multi-IPPs Supervisors, 
and Frontline Supervisors [FLS]) that they are to attend training on HACCP systems validation by 
December 18, 2015, and that they are to assist IPP in answering questions from establishments regarding 
in-plant validation data. FSIS is not issuing instructions for new verification activities.  IPP are to continue 
to verify validation requirements following the instructions in FSIS Directive 5000.6, Performance of the 
Hazard Analysis Verification (HAV) Task.  A future issuance will instruct IPP when they are to begin citing 
a lack of in-plant validation data as the only reason for documentation of noncompliance.  FSIS personnel 
are to be aware that the HACCP Systems Validation Guideline is intended to inform industry about ways 
to validate HACCP systems in accordance with 9 CFR 417.4. The document does not establish any new 
requirements that industry must follow. 
 
II.  BACKGROUND 
 
A.  To help establishments ensure that their HACCP systems are properly validated, FSIS developed the 
FSIS Compliance Guideline: HACCP Systems Validation.  FSIS announced the availability of the final 
version of the FSIS Compliance Guideline: Hazard Analysis and Critical Control Points (HACCP) Systems 
Validation in the Federal Register on May 14, 2015, and that the guideline is available at FSIS Compliance 
Guideline: Hazard Analysis and Critical Control Points (HACCP) Systems.  The guideline provides 
information that an establishment can use to comply with validation requirements (9 CFR 417.4).  
Specifically, the guideline addresses how an establishment can gather scientific or technical support (e.g., 
published processing guidelines, journal articles, challenge studies) for its HACCP system, and how it can 
collect in-plant validation data demonstrating the effectiveness of the implementation of the critical 
operational parameters for at least one product from each HACCP category.   
 
B.  FSIS will not begin verifying whether large establishments meet all validation requirements, including 
maintaining in-plant validation data, until January 4, 2016, and will not begin verifying whether small and 
very small establishments meet all validation requirements until April 4, 2016. 
 
III.  IPP RESPONSIBILITIES 
 
A. IPP are to complete training on validation by December 18th, 2015.  The training will provide 
information to IPP on commonly asked questions related to validation requirements.  Supervisors are to 
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provide IPP up to one and a half hours of official regular (01) time to take the training.  IPP are to complete 
training by either: 

 
1. Attending a live webinar.  Instructions for registering for a webinar using AgLearn will be provided 

through Outlook in an FSIS all-user notice and in the WednesdayNewsline.  IPP are to be aware 
that a limited number of live webinars will be given. 

 
2. Watching a pre-recorded training session available on the internet [https://youtu.be/O3zDTIb0Rbo] 

or on DVD.  To watch a pre-recorded training session on DVD, IPP are to order the DVD on-line at 
https://inside.fsis.usda.gov/fsis/emp/static/centerContent/fsisPage.jsp?keyword=CDDVDRequest97
57 . The DVD will be shipped via UPS at no cost to employees. Please note that UPS does not 
deliver to P.O. boxes. For questions, e-mail CEDL@fsis.usda.gov or call 1-800-336-3747.  If IPP 
watch a pre-recorded training session, he or she is to record their learning in AgLearn.  To record 
learning, first go to www.aglearn.usda.gov. Then go to the “Easy Links” box on the right and click 
“Record Learning.” Uncheck all the blocks below the Search window. Type in the keywords 
“Validation” and click “Next.” The course title will appear. Finally, select the course and complete 
the mandatory fields marked with an asterisk. 
 

B. If after attending training, IPP would like reference materials, refresher information, or to view short 
videos on specific HACCP validation requirements, IPP can open the “IPP Help” button from the Icon in 
his or her FSIS Computer Desktop.  The “IPP Help” button will be launched in early 2016.  Additionally, 
IPP are to contact their supervisor for assistance if, after attending training, he or she has a question that 
was not covered by the training or have concerns regarding the establishment’s in-plant validation data.  
The supervisor may determine that it is necessary for IPP to submit a question to askFSIS as described in 
Section V. of this notice. 
 
C. If IPP receive a question from an establishment regarding the types of in-plant validation data that they 
must gather to comply with 9 CFR 417.4, IPP are to refer the establishment to his or her supervisor. 
 
IV.  SUPERVISORY PERSONNEL RESPONSIBILITIES 

 
A. Supervisory personnel are to complete training on validation by December 18th, 2015. The training will 
provide information on commonly asked questions related to validation requirements.  Supervisors are to 
complete training by attending a live webinar or pre-recorded training session following the instructions for 
IPP in Section III, A.   

 
B. Supervisory personnel are to assist IPP in answering questions from establishments regarding 
validation and the collection of in-plant validation data.  

 
C. If supervisory personnel receive a question from an establishment regarding the types of in-plant 
validation data that they must gather to comply with 9 CFR 417.4 before attending a scheduled webinar, 
supervisory personnel are to direct the establishment to the following pages of the FSIS Compliance 
Guideline: HACCP Systems Validation:  
 

1. Page 22: What types of data should establishments collect during the in-plant validation period?   
and 
 

2. Page 64: Appendix 5:  Guidance for Establishments that No longer Have the In-Plant Validation 
Data  

 
D. If after attending training supervisory personnel receive a question that was not covered by the 
training, they are to submit the question using askFSIS as described in Section V of this notice.   
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V.  QUESTIONS 
 
Direct all questions regarding this notice to the Risk, Innovations, and Management Staff (RIMS) through 
askFSIS or by telephone at 1-800-233-3935.  When submitting a question, use the Submit a Question tab, 
and enter the following information in the fields provided:  
 
Subject Field:         Enter Notice 66-15 
Question Field:       Enter question with as much detail as possible.  
Product Field:         Select General Inspection Policy from the drop-down menu.  
Category Field:       Select Sampling from the drop-down menu.  
Policy Arena:         Select Domestic (U.S.) Only from the drop-down menu.  
 
When all fields are complete, press Continue and at the next screen press Finish Submitting Question.  
 
NOTE:  Refer to FSIS Directive 5620.1, Using askFSIS, for additional information on submitting questions. 
 

 
Assistant Administrator 
Office of Policy and Program Development      
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